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PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 

Farm  Orchard Tractors and 

Machinery  Sales  & Service                             
 are your local agents for : 

 

 

  TERM  DATES  FOR  2026 
 TERM 1:   02/02/26 - 02/04/26          TERM 2:   20/04/26 - 03/07/26 
 TERM 3:   20/07/26 - 25/09/26         TERM 4:   12/10/26 - 16/12/26 

 
 
 

4 Te Puke Quarry Road Te Puke 3153   New Zealand  
Ph: 07 573 9107  Fax: 07 5736915  

Email: admin@rrt.co.nz   
Website:  www.rrtractors.co.nz 

Fantini Atom 
 Sprayers 

Kiwifruit orchard new development  
Posting  
End assembly  
Ag beam  
Canopy wires 
Fast tracks  
Kiwifruit repairs and maintenance Ki-
wifruit cut outs and removals 
Orchard mowing / mulching/ 
weedspraying  
Rural fencing  
Residential fencing, Retaining walls, 
Decking 

Tim 0277378841 or Dallas 021606304 



 

 Your local registered builder, specialising in extensions, 

renovations   and    new   builds.   Call   Jonn   today   on  

Ph  021 222 4004  or  email  jonn@tektonbuilders.co.nz  

 

Commercial & Industrial Refrigeration, Electrical &  
Air Conditioning installation and servicing 

Phone: 0274517246 

 

 

For Irrigation Ponds / Effluent Ponds / Farm 
Work 

General Drainage / House Sites 
Contact Stan Keane Ph 027 2467397  

MARBALL ORCHARD QUARRY 

 

Sand-Pumice-Rhyolite-Cartage 
Race Pumice - House Sites - Jobs big or small 

Curtain Siders available for Kiwifruit/Bales and 
General Carting 

Phone Daniel Marsh - 0272333014 
marballorchard@gmail.com 

Ph Nick Johnson 027 310 2295  

mailto:marballorchard@gmail.com


 

School Office:  Phone 533 3731   

Mobile 027 5333731 

Email address: office@pongakawa.school.nz 

Week 6 Term 4 

10th November  2025 

Website 
www.pongakawa.school.nz 

Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/
PongakawaSchoolOfficial 

Our  school  bank  account  details  for  any  payments  are:     Pongakawa School Board ASB 12-3407-0007320-00 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
Summer is definitely on its way. The weather is getting warmer 
and warmer. We had amazing weather at AWOL camp last week 
which really made for a fantastic camp. With the beautiful  
weather comes the need to stay protected from the sun. Please 
make sure that your child comes with a wide-brimmed hat every 
day and it is also a really good idea for them to have sunblock 
on as well. We do have sunblock in the classrooms should your 
child need some or a top up during the day. We do not hold 
spare hats at school so please make sure your child has a 
named hat otherwise they will be asked to sit in the shade on 
the middles steps.  
At Monday morning assembly we talked about how we are  
starting to see more chewing gum and hooped or dangly     
earrings at school. Chewing gum is not allowed at school as this 
gets on the ground and under tables, looks unsightly and is very 
difficult to remove. Any chewing gum eaten or not will be     
confiscated. We also do not allow dangly or hooped earrings at 
school. The reason for this is from a health and safety point of 
view. These types of earrings can easily get caught on clothing 
etc and can be very painful or cause serious injury to the student 
wearing them. Please make sure that your child either wears 
sleepers or studs. 
As I mentioned last week, we have a busy end to the term   
coming up. I understand that many parents are busy with work 
and life in general but to ensure we can continue to provide 
awesome opportunities for your child and other students we 
really need parent support. If you can volunteer your time to 
help out coach, manage or ref a sports team or if you can help 
support our beach education programme or a class trip that 
would be amazing. If you happen to not be needed please offer 
your time again because it is awesome for you to have direct 
involvement in your child’s learning. 
I hope the Jiddles have an awesome camp on Thursday and  
Friday, the middle and seniors have a great time at the beach 
education programme on Wednesday and Thursday respectively 
and good luck to the Middles athletes who are involved in the 
Te Puke Cluster Athletics on Tuesday. 
Have a great week everyone 
Ngā mihi 
Mike Judd 
Acting Principal 

Year 5/6 Athletics 
Congratulations to the following Year 5/6 students who 
will be representing Pongakawa School at the Year 5/6 
Te Puke Cluster Athletics tomorrow at Litt Park Te Puke 
The postponement day is Thursday 13th November 25. 
We will be advised in the morning if it is to be          
postponed.  

Group Day Debrief Meeting 
The Te Puke Boys and Girls Agricultural Committee have  
requested a meeting for a debrief of Group Day to be held 
on Tuesday 11th November 2025 at Rangiuru School at 
7.00pm in the staff room.  ALL Welcome. 

Year 5 Girls 
Ella Whyte 

Willow Langford 
Indie Burt 

Lily Berghan 
Stella Wylie 
Renn Foster 

Briar McWilliam 
 

Year 5 Boys 
Lincoln Layne 

Jasper Hodgson 
Adam Kehl 

Trevor McGuire 
Korbin Mear 

Mason Easton 
Laken Guntrip 
Beau Graham 

 
 

Year 6 Girls 
Lucy Macdonald 
Monroe Taiapa 
Wairua Hodges 
Bella Abraham 

Isla Bond 
Tiare Burke 
Iris Fahey 

 
Year 6 Boys 
Charlie Wade 

Senna Williams 
Koan Scorringe 
Shia Williams 
Rex Loader 

Brayden Marsh 
Daytona Linstead 
Jaxon McIntyre 
Nathan Walker 

Ryder Troughton 
Rylan Codognolla 

Ben Meyfarth 

Grandparents Day 
Friday 21st November 2025 

Pongakawa School Grandparents Day starts at 10.30am and 
ends at 2.15pm.  Please bring cash as eftpos unavailable     
except for the book fair. 
Picnic Lunch at 12.00 noon — whanau can bring their own  
picnic lunch or can purchase food from the PTA stalls 
Food available to purchase will be: 
Steak Sandwiches $5 / Sausage Sizzle $3 / Hot Chips $4 
Drinks $2.  No coffee cart this year.   Cake Stall 
Raffles available:  
Chromebook $10.00 per ticket 
$100 note $2.00 per ticket 
Cheeseboard/Pizza stone x 2 $2.00 per ticket 
Grocery Hamper x 2 $2.00 per ticket  
Book Fair in the library will be open for parents, caregivers, 
grandparents to purchase scholastic books on the day.  Eftpos 
available for the book fair only. 
Students will need to be accompanied in the library by a 
parent/caregiver or grandparent at the book fair. 
Author Talia Evered will be onsite selling her four books and 
will do a reading for students at 12.30pm near the library. 
wwwoutoftheboxbooks.co.nz 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone join us on this special day 
If anyone is able to assist the PTA on the BBQ or chip fryer on 
Friday 21st, even if it's for a couple of hours it would be     
appreciated. Please contact Belinda Jones direct Ph 
0275522247 or the school office if you are able to assist. The 
school PTA are running a baking stall on the day and gratefully 
seek donations of any one of the following:  
Slices / biscuits / muffins / cake / sweets or the like to sell on 
the day.  A note will go home on Monday around this.   
Donations  of  baking  can  be  delivered  to  the  school Action  
Centre kitchen either on Thursday afternoon or on the morning 
of Friday 21st November 25.  Your community support of  the  
Pongakawa   School   PTA  is,  as  always,  greatly  appreciated.                                                            



 

Please collect all Yummy stickers and plastic bags and hand into the 

Upcoming Events Calendar 
11/11/25 Te Puke Year 5/6 Cluster Athletics 
11/11/25 Group Day debrief 7.00pm Rangiuru School 
13/11/25 Year 4 Camp sleep over at school 
14/11/25 Year 3/4 Jiddles camp  day at Mount Maunganui 
17/11/25 Year 8 Te Puke High School Transition Day 
19/11/25 Yr 7/8 WBOP Athletics at Tauranga Domain 
21/11/25  Grand Parents Day / Dance in Action / Book Fair 
24/11/25 9.10 am Jiddles athletics 
24/11/25 1.00 pm  Juniors athletics 
26/11/25 Year 5/6 WBOP Athletics 
08/12/25 End of Term Assembly Action Centre 1.30pm 
08/12/25 BOT Meeting Email mikej@pongakawa.school.nz 
  for details. (Please note change of date) 
09/12/25 Senior Social 
10/12/25 Middles Disco & Believe Morning Tea 
12/12/25 Final End of Year Assembly 
16/12/25 Last day of term 4, Half day only 
02/02/26 First day of school Term 1 2026 

Sports Activities 
 

Water Polo 
Water Polo cost per player is $80.00.which needs to be paid 
NOW. 
On Tuesday evening our two water polo teams played again. The 
Development team played the Bethlehem College Stingrays in 
the Tauranga C Grade Competition. In a tight game the   
Pongakawa Development team came with the win 4-3. Van was 
the player of the day. The Pongakawa A team played Aquinas 
Green in the Tauranga B Grade Competition. Aquinas proved 
tough opposition as they won 9 - 2. Rose Foster was player of the 
day. 
Tomorrow night the Development team is playing Tauranga  
Intermediate Stingrays at 5pm. The Pongakwa A team are playing 

Mount Maunganui Intermediate Blue at 6pm. 
Flippa Ball 

Term 4 Flippa Ball runs from Sunday 2nd November to 7th     
December 2025.  The cost per player is $80.00 which needs to 
be paid NOW.   
The flippa ball teams played their second games yesterday at the 
Papamoa Community Pool. In the Year 3 and 4 grade the 
Pongakawa Penguins played the Golden Sands Marlins. The team 
played really well considering the size difference between the 2 
teams. Golden Sands won the game 9 -  1. The Pongakawa     
Piranha played the Omanu Dolphins. The Piranha had a dominant 
win 13 - 1.  In the Year 5 and 6 Grade the Pongakawa Pufferfish 
played the Tahatai Sharks. The Pongakawa had a tough game 
with Tahatai Sharks winning 10 - 0.  
There is no draw for the games this coming Sunday. We will let 
you know as soon as we do. 
 

Rippa Rugby Years 1-8 
Rippa games have begun so if you have not already done so 
please pay $15.00 per player NOW to avoid disappointment. 
 

Volleyball Years 5-8 Only 
Volleyball Year 5/6 games are played  between 3.00pm – 3.30pm 
and Year 7/8 between 3.30pm —4.00pm on Wednesday until 
week 9 (excluding  5th November $10.00 fee must be paid    
please to avoid disappointment.  
Debbie Cortesi will be selling food at the volleyball.  Please en-
sure that children are picked up from school as soon as their 
games finish as there are not teachers on duty in the playground. 
 

3x3 Basketball Year 5/6 Spring League 
Cost per player is $60.00 which needs to be paid NOW. Plain 
black shorts to be worn with non marking footwear and a 
mouthguard is compulsory.  
 
Intermediate sized mouth guards are available from the school 
office for $8.00. 

Reminder - School Hats are Compulsory Every Day 
Bucket / Legionnaire / Broad brimmed  hats   are  compulsory  
every day in terms 1 & 4.  Please ensure  your   child   has  one  
every  day  when  they  leave  for  school regardless of the    
weather.   Students without one will be   required to spend play 
times sitting on the steps of the middles block in the shade.  
Please name your child’s hat so if it is lost  it can be  returned to 
them. 

Community  Notices 
 

Term 4 Kids Holiday Programmes Tom and the team from   
Hakanini surf school we are running our afterschool programme 
out of beautiful Papamoa beach . Feel free to contact me on 
02108375864 . This is great to get kids of all ages into surfing and 
learning about the water!   
This is a fantastic opportunity for your kids to enjoy the ocean in 
a supportive and encouraging environment with qualified surf 
instructors and @surfingnz   Approved school ! Spaces are     
limited, so book now to secure your spot! Contact the team at 
Hakanini surf school to your book your spot today 0210837584 
or email Tom@hakaninisurf.co.nz  
Be part of a new Te Puke Farmers Market.  Te Puke / Maketu Kai 
Resilience Groups is seeking expressions of interest from vendors 
who: grow or make food locally / are directly involved in         
producing their food / can offer food, plants or flowers. Feedback 
will help us confirm feasibility and next steps.  We are also keen 
to hear from anyone who is interested in joining the advisory 
group or volunteering to support the market launch. 
Together, we can grow something special for our region. 
For more information get in touch with Colab Te Puke email :  
coordinator@colabcommunity.nz 

Sickness Reminder 
If  your  child/ren  are   genuinely  sick  then  please keep 
them at home. Do not send sick children to school or you will 
be asked to come and collect them.  
However,  all absences, including a reason   must   be  
phoned  through /text or using the ‘Edge’ app to  the  school  
office  on  Ph  5333731 / 027 5333731 before   the  start of  
the school  day, when your child is away.  The Ministry of 
Health requests a 48 hour stand down period after the last 
episode of either vomiting or diarrhoea before a student can  
return to school.  
Conditions such as strep throat, covid, cold sores,             
conjunctivitis, flu  and tummy bugs are easily spread amongst 
students. 
Life Pharmacy in Te Puke does Strep test with no appointment 
necessary & will provide antibiotics if positive at no cost. 
Any  child  absent  for  three  days  or more must produce a 
medical certificate as required by the Ministry of   Education. 
PLEASE DO NOT ADVISE ABSENCE DETAILS TO CLASS    
TEACHERS AS THEY CAN BE ABSENT FROM CLASS FOR       
DIFFERENT REASONS AND DETAILS ARE NOT PASSED ON TO 
THE OFFICE WHO DEAL WITH NON ATTENDANCE.  PLEASE 
ONLY CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE WITH THE REASON FOR 
YOUR CHILD’S ABSENCE. 


